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Use of Force 
In 1989 the Supreme Court of the United States decided two landmark decisions that established an “ objective reasonableness” test that could be applied within the “totality of the circumstances” of an incident to address a claim of excessive force being used by a Police Officer engaged in making an arrest, investigatory stop, or other seizure of a person and the use of Deadly Force.    
The cornerstone that serves as a precursor to the “test” is the Fourth Amendment to the U. S. Constitution:
“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizure, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause supported by Oath or affirmation and particularly describing  the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”
The courts ruled an arrest is a seizure and as such the protections of unreasonable search and seizure guaranteed in the Fourth Amendment applies when Police Officers engage in arrests and other types of seizures. 
The Fourth Amendment implies a degree of force is inherent when Police Officers are making investigatory stops, arrests and or other seizures; but it does not provide a precise definition and/or a mechanical circumstance under which to apply the safeguards of the Fourth Amendment.  
Case law provides guidelines for the courts to consider when applying the “test” to determine “objective reasonableness” in Use of Force by Police Officers when making an arrest or seizure:
  “ The test’s proper application requires careful attention to  the facts and circumstances of each incident ”.                
Dethrone Graham V. Conner, et al.490 - U.S. 386  
The objective reasonableness of use of force by a Law Enforcement Officer must be judged in light of the facts and circumstances confronting the Officer without regard to their  intent or motivation.
An Officers evil intentions will not make a Fourth Amendment  violation out of an objectively reasonable use of force; nor will  good intentions make an objectively unreasonable use of force constitutional. 
Objectively reasonableness must be judged from the perspective of an Officer on the scene with similar training and experience rather than speculative hindsight.        
To justify the degree and severity of use of force by a Law Enforcement Officer the courts will consider the severity of the crime; whether the suspect posed an immediate threat to the safety of the Officer or others and whether the subject was actively resisting or attempting to evade arrest by flight.
In Tennessee V. Garner, 471 U.S. 1 (1985) a Police Officers use of Deadly Force was clarified:
“A Police Officer can only use deadly force to prevent the escape of a fleeing felon only if the Officer has a good faith belief that the individual poses a significant threat of death or serious injury to  the Officer or others.”
The “ totality of the circumstances “, involved in an incident is the binder that bundles all of the elements set forth in Fourth Amendment to the Constitution, Graham V. Connor, and Tennessee V. Garner that the court will consider in determining  if a Police Officer’s Use of Force was “ objectively reasonable.” 
The “totality of circumstances” of a particular incident is multi-pronged set of considerations, that encompasses every aspect of the incident, inclusive of but not limited to; (1) The  Underlying  Statutes and Criminal Procedures that define the violation being addressed, (2) the Policies and Procedures of the Police Agency Involved, ( 3) The legal authorization and training of the Police Officer and support personnel involved( 4) specific element of the incident.   
The clock on “ The Totality of Circumstances” starts before the physical embodiment and actions of the incident and continues after the physical actions of the incident are over. 
The “ totality of circumstances “, is the sum of it all that will be considered by the court and must be an integral consideration for Police Administrators in the selection, training and supervision of Police Officers.                                                   
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